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This document summarises the 
key Government response to the 
first consultation on proposed 
updates to Part L1A of the 
Building Regulations. It is the 
first update in eight years.

The roadmap for these changes is to deliver Zero 
Carbon ready New Homes by 2025. This is the 
first of two stages to achieve this target.

Post June 2022, all new home will be expected 
to produce 31% less CO2 emissions compared 
to current standards - a halfway point.

Timelines & Transitional process

New Part L1A 2021 (& the new overheating 
Approved Document) are programmed to be 
enforced from June 2022.

The transitional process will differ to the norm, it 
will be applied to an individual building, not the 
site as a whole.

To remain on the current Part L1A 2013, an initial 
notice must be submitted by June 2022 and 
work commence on each individual building by 
June 2023. (Commencement of work is defined 
as ‘Excavation of foundations and/or piling or 
Drainage work specific to the building.’)

Any building deemed not to have commenced 
by June 2023 must be built in line with the new 
2021 Part L standards.

There will be four Compliance parameters, all 
have to be met:
• Energy efficiency
• Carbon saving
• Fabric energy efficiency
• Affordability

What does this mean for the 
future design and delivery of 
new homes?

Key Design impact
To reach the Carbon saving 31% uplift, dwelling 
design needs to meet (or exceed) the combined 
element result defined within the Notional 
building specification (Target dwelling). If your 
proposed dwelling meets all the Notional 
specification it will pass. You can divert from the 
specification, but elements that perform worse 
will have to be compensated by elements that 
perform better. This is all calculated within the 
standard assessment procedure (SAP) tool.

For full details of the proposed part L1A 2021 
Notional building specification review Annex B.
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The Target dwelling has mains gas as the heating fuel, but this is accompanied with the following 
additional equipment:

• Photovoltaics proportional to the dwelling ground floor area - 50m2 GF will require 3kWpeak  
(area 15-18m2). All assuming SE/SW orientation

• Wastewater heat recovery to all showers
• Heating system flow temperature of 55C max
• Element U values of – Walls 0.18, Windows 1.2, floors 0.13 & roof 0.11 

An alternative strategy, and the preferred Government direction for 2025, is to install a Heat Pump 
(Air Sourced in most cases) replacing the Gas Boiler. This will allow the reduction (or removal) in the 
PV area and offer more design flexibility.

SAP10.3 will be the tool to assess dwelling compliance. Publication date is yet to be confirmed.

On site delivery
• All plots will need to be air tested.
• An additional site burden is for As Built SAPs to require Photographic evidence, detailing all key 

insulation & plant installations, on each individual building
• This photographic evidence & a detailed Home User guide (to a controlled set format) will then 

need to be issued to the Homeowner.

Summer Overheating - New Approved documents

The Government has issued a Consultation on The Future Building Standard, covering Overheating 
in Dwellings. Overheating within domestic and commercial buildings will be legislated within a new 
approved document.

The proposal is for there to be:
• Two characterises of dwellings, Group A with cross ventilation and three plus fabric elements 

(houses) and Group B with two or fewer thermal elements and windows that are not opposite 
(flats)

• There is also two graphical areas to consider, England and Great London, the latter having the 
higher design constraints

• Analysis to demonstrate compliance is via two routes, ‘Simplied Method’ or ‘Dynamic thermal’ 
analysis

• Using the simplified method there are Maximum glazing area set, 21% of floor area for outside of 
London

• Within London the areas are reduced to 13% of houses and 15% flats, but in both cases shading 
criteria also must be met

• Alternatively, Dynamic analysis to CIBSE TM59 can be completed

In all cases internal blind or curtain will not be deemed as a shading device.
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“This is arguably the biggest 
performance uplift we have seen 
throughout the history of Part 
L1A. Notably, the pressure to move 
away from Mains Gas to electric 
heating, via Heat Pumps. The next 
two years will be very challenging 
for the industry.“

 Andy Mitchell, 
 Director of Energy Services

Arrange a consultation for your 
next project

Stroma Built Environment is ready to support our 
clients with meeting the new Part L targets and we 
look forward to discussing your future projects.

Call us:  01924 237 500
Email us:  sales-wakefield@stroma.com
Visit us:  stroma.com/built-environment
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